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A MESSAGE FROM
ROXANN BONTA, PRESIDENT/CEO

"Unless someone like you cares a whole lot, 
nothing is going to get better. It's not."

- Dr. Seuss

Roxann

Thank you for caring a whole lot! Because of you and others in
our community who care... 

- A stroke survivor is able to relearn language so he can keep his 
   business. 

- A child learns the building blocks of reading - language.

- A woman learns to control her stuttering and is promoted to 

   supervisor.

- A child learns to speak clearly to tell Mimi and Pop-pop she 

   loves them.

- A teenager learns social language skills to be able to make 

   friends. 

- A woman who lives alone is able to talk and understand her 

   children, who live far away, over the phone - no longer 

   suffering from loneliness.

Please keep caring and we'll keep working on your behalf. Thank
you for joining us tonight and enjoy the evening!



LIVESTREAM PROGRAM

Walk the Red Carpet
Enjoy food, drinks, paparazzi & entertainment

Livestream 
by Taher Videography & Foxen Productions

Auction Closes

ALL Chances to Win Close

Voting Closes

5:30-6:30pm

7:00 - 8:30pm

8:00pm 

Following the

last contestant

video

Committee Co-Chairs

Tony Corrao

Tom Lloyd 

Reigning Mr. Central

Florida

Lt. Jim Ostojic

Red Carpet Emcees

Ryan Buckley

Livestream Leaders

Taher Hamid

Kelly Foxen

Thryve Media

Livestream Emcees

Tony Corrao

Tom Lloyd

Lt. Jim Ostojic

Jim Sidou

Dan Thumberg

Committee Members

Don Bosko

Ryan Buckley

Jared Diveley

Scott Doty

Eric Jackson

Guy Lalonde, III

Rick Maxey

Doug McPherson

Andra Morgan

Becky MacQueen

Lt. Jim Ostojic

Trista Otto

Mark Parker

Jim Sidou

Dan Thumberg

Shawn Whitmer





2021 CHILD OF THE YEAR

  

Miranda came into this world already with many things working against her.
She was an intrauterine growth restricted baby and her mother passed away
when she was 14 months old. At age six, she was 
identified with a genetic variation that affects her
development. She was diagnosed with autism, low
muscle tone, behavioral and vision issues. She
received speech, occupational and physical 
therapy at Achievement Academy from ages 2-5. 
Even with the help she received, she only had a 
single syllable vocabulary. Her frustrations of not 
being understood were expressed through 
screaming, banging her head and biting. 

Miranda failed her newborn screening test.
A sedated ABR test confirmed her severe to 
profound hearing loss in her left ear. Her family
was frustrated by the fact that it was
recommended that nothing be done for her 
hearing loss. The professionals felt that she would not wear hearing aids
because of her autism sensitivities and uncooperative behavior. They
recommended that Miranda wait until she entered Kindergarten and then
receive hearing assistance from her school in the form of an FM system.
Unfortunately, the school she attended did not use FM systems. 

Miranda's family continued to seek help, calling all the places listed by their
insurance and found that most were not equipped to work with her 
strong-willed behaviors and limited communication.

They found Central Florida Speech & Hearing and made an appointment with
Audiologist, Dr. Shaila Perez. She evaluated Miranda and was willing to move
forward with what she felt was best. Dr. Perez encouraged Miranda and her
family to try something that may benefit her, despite the recommendations
of the previous audiologists. She felt that if it didn’t work, nothing would be
lost. However, if it did work, Miranda had everything to gain.

Miranda was fit with a BAHA device, a bone
anchored hearing aid often used for single-sided
hearing loss. She responded positively to being able
to hear, telling her grandmother that she heard
music. She was now able to hear from the side of her
body that she hadn't heard from before. Since that
time, her behavior and communication skills have
greatly improved. She is able to let people know her
wants and needs. Miranda’s family is thrilled with
her progress and thankful that Dr. Perez was willing
to take a chance on her. This is what we do at
Central Florida Speech and Hearing Center. 



MR. INCREDIBLE
 

Under One Tent

 

MIDFLORIDA Credit Union

 

Saddle Creek Logistics Services

 

Hall Communications

MR. WONDERFUL

Home Solution Lenders

 

Pilka, Adams & Reed, P.A.

 

Lakeland Volkswagen

 

Bar G

 

First Aviation Sertoma Club 

 

Donald D Rogers Foundation, Inc.

SPONSORS

SPONSORS



MR. PERFECT
SPONSORS

MR. RIGHT
SPONSORS

Bella Viságe Medical &

Aesthetic Rejuvenation

Carol & Barney Barnett

Citizens Bank & Trust

Hancock Whitney

Watson Clinic

Prime Meridian

Enterprise Holdings

The Sanoba Law Firm

Autotrader

Publix Super Markets Charities

USA Mortgage

Sunshine Interiors

Air Commander Heating & A/C

Easy Title Company

Bank of Central Florida

David Ramos, CPA

Jarrett Scott Ford

ACV Auctions

Daniel Gilbert

Bayside Automall

Mitchell Insurance Agency

Wawa

Brian Stevens

GEICO

Ronald Hartung

Wes-Garde Components Group

Jarrett Gordon Ford Lincoln

Margaret Hartung

Corrosion Control, Inc.

Lakeland Automall

New Glow Pressure Washing

The Poor Porker

Publix Super Markets
Community Relations



FOOD SPONSORS

ONE OF A KIND SPONSORS

Bar

Swan Brewing

Swag Bags

Home Solution Lenders

Popcorn

Lakeland Moonwalk

Cooler of Cheer

CPS Investment Advisors

Wall of Wine

Lakeland Volkswagen

Entertainment

Heacock Insurance Group

Auto Owners Insurance

Technology

Mahalak Auto Group

Low Payment Kings

Livestream

Taher Videography

Foxen Productions

Videos

Thryve Media

Lakeland Business Owners



2021-22 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

President/CEO
Roxann Bonta, President/CEO

Administration
Robin Cole, VP of Operations/HR
Lauren Giordano, Communications Dir.

Finance
Lesley Hobbs, Director
Sue Poulsen
Cindy Valdes
Melissa Poulsen

Development
Channon Eickenberg, Director
Cindy Garrett

Audiology
Dr. Katie May, Director
Dr. Katie Nail, Director
Dr. Shaila Perez
Katie Farid, B.S., Extern
Brandi Meredith, Assistant

Speech-Language Pathology
Tina Bell, Director
Amy Tyner, Senior SLP
Kristen Forgue, SLP
Mandy-Faith Madigan, SLP
Lauren Reynolds Fife, SLP

Patient Services & Outreach
Joyce Ahlheim
Yesenia Hernandez
Judy Martin
Sherri Page
Keith Ahlheim

THE CENTER'S
TEAM

Doug McPherson, Chair

Jason Holm, Vice Chair

Gina Jacobi, Treasurer

Liz Krause, Secretary

Tanya Isaman, Past Chair

Bruce Abels

Ryan Buckley

Tony Corrao

Wes Craven

Scott Doty

Peggy Floyd

Tom Lloyd

Rick Maxey

Bianca McKinney

Andra Morgan

Lt. Jim Ostojic

Trista Otto

Misty Peacock

Dan Pilka

Greg Ruthven

Bill Schichtel

Tom Slaughter

Gary Thomas

Dan Thumberg





Tyler Auerbacher

Lakeland Business Owners
& Thryve Media

Don Bailey

Deep Six Divers

Nolen Bailey

CPS Investment Advisors

Tyler Auerbacher

The Ruthvens

Maurice Cheeks

Blankskriptz Filmz

Charles Draper

Lakeland Volkswagen

RJ Elvester

Saddle Creek Logistics Services

Dan Gilbert

Kiwanis Club of Lakeland



Ricky Peacock

Home Solution Lenders

Ron Pickrell

USA Mortgage

John Primeau

Community Volunteer

Dr. Kelvin McCree

Laser Focus Leadership

Solutions

Dr. Ryan Odil

Eyes on Lakeland 

Sgt. Tyrees Graham

Polk County Sheriff's Office

Charlie Kercher

Alpha Concrete & Masonry

Braden Mack

Heacock Insurance Group



There is still time to 

VOTE!
 

Visit
www.MrCentralFlorida.org

or 
download the GIVI app!

 
Voting ends after the last contestant video during the

livestream. 

Scott Reed

Pilka, Adams & Reed, P.A.

J. Ricc Rollins III

Archer Newberry Retail

Ventures

Drew Ruggles

Florida Tropics SC




